












Tissot T-Race MotoGP 

LIMITED EDITION 2013 
Become part of racing history with a robust 
31 6L stainless steel watch. Scratch-resistant 
sapphire crystal, quartz chronograph and water 
resistance up to lObar (100m / 330ft). 
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Midnight in Paris... 

Two out of two for Justin Barcia at the Bercy Super¬ 
cross and the highlight of the winter off-road closed 
circuit racing calendar on either side of the Atlantic. 
The event is still attracting sell-out crowds into its 
32nd year and top flite Americans continue to want 
the French badge of honour. The apt ‘pistols at dawn’ 
was played out between Barcia and Trey Canard and 
was fantastically watchable 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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Photo: Jonty Edmunds / Enduro21 .com 

























100% committed to his fans and sponsors 
for years to come! 
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GP GENERALI DEL AC 

RICARDO TORMO CIRCUIT ■ MOVEM 


MotoGP winner: Jorge 
Moto2 winner: Nico Te 
Moto3 winner: Maveric 
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T he curtain finally came down on the 2013 Mo- 
toGP™ World Championship in Valencia at the 
weekend, having gone deep into the encore before 
Marc Marquez was able to take his bow as the new 
star of the show. 

It wasn’t made easy for Marquez, as Jorge Lor¬ 
enzo tried to use every trick he knows to keep the 
championship alive in the title decider. Needing 
to score 13 points more than his Honda rival, the 
Yamaha man launched past the pole-sitter to lead 
into turn one, and set about slowing the pace of 
the race to try and involve his team-mate and oth¬ 
ers in the scrap for podium places. Unsurprisingly, 
Repsol Honda thrust Marquez’s team-mate Dani 
Pedrosa squarely into the fray to do battle with 
Lorenzo, and in perhaps uncharacteristic fashion 
the perennial bridesmaid of MotoGP™ set about 
trying to find a way past the leader to make his 
task of retaining his championship crown even 
harder. 

Pedrosa overtook Lorenzo on several occasions 
in those fierce opening laps, but every time the 
Mallorcan would come straight back through. The 
number 26 tried to vary the location of his passes, 
but still the blue Ml would fire back underneath. 

On lap ten the tension amongst a sell-out and 
partisan 104,000 crowd was at fever pitch, and as 
Pedrosa produced another pass at turn one, Loren¬ 
zo rushed into his return manoeuvre at the follow¬ 
ing corner, colliding with his compatriot. Pedrosa 
was forced wide, and saved a near lowside, but as 
he dropped back to fifth his chances at a repeat 
Valencia win were all but over. 

Marquez had been patient in those early laps, 
enjoying the best seat in the house behind the rag¬ 
ing battle ahead of him. However he quickly took 
his risk-free opportunity to lead the race, storming 
through ahead of Lorenzo and immediately trying 
to impose a faster rhythm at the front. 

It wasn’t to be, as Lorenzo rapidly proved he was 
more than capable of matching the dramatically 
improved lap times. Marquez was wise to this 
and to ensure there was no chance for Lorenzo to 
rough him up, he moved wide to allow the charg¬ 
ing Lorenzo back through. 


Comunitat Valenciai 



ft. 



m ■ 

m 


W-. 

1 J 














MotoGP VALENCIA 














VALENCA 


K hi 


y M 

JPreA 











MotoGP VALENCIA 



With Crutchlow having crashed out of sixth, they 
still they had Bautista and Rossi for company, 
and there was ample opportunity for both to at¬ 
tack Marquez, However Bautista was reluctant to 
pass his Honda colleague and Rossi was unable 
to make any impression count. 

So despite having made a race of it Lorenzo 
realised his days were numbered and he soon 
decided that taking an eighth win of the season 
was perhaps his only compensation. He pow¬ 
ered on, trying to force Marquez into making 
a rash decision to join him, but although the 
youngster admitted to fancying a win to seal the 
title, he eventually allowed the revitalised Pe¬ 
drosa to take second ahead of him, and cruised 
to the line in third. 

An eighth triumph of the year for Lorenzo shows 
how much he has been forced to up his game 
this season. The last races of the year gave us 
a glimpse of his aggressive side of old, and the 
Yamaha has certainly looked capable of match¬ 
ing the Honda when in full cry. It makes 2014 
even more exciting, as the old guard try to find 
a way past the stunning rookie. Just four points 
separated Marquez from Lorenzo at the end of 
18 rounds, the closest in the premier class since 
1992 - when at the last race in Kyalami, Rainey 
was able to take advantage of Doohan’s injuries 
to seal the title. 

It was just another element of a season full of 
record-breaking for Marquez, now the young¬ 
est ever MotoGP™ World Champion and also 
the first rookie since 1978 to do so. There will 
undoubtedly be more accolades to come in the 
future for this exciting talent, but for now, he can 
bask in the glory of being on top of the world. 
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Pedrosa: “He pushed me a couple of times, 
the second time it was hard enough to push me 
off the track and I nearly crashed.” Any penalty 
point for Lorenzo? Perhaps it was overlooked 
with the sense of occasion but shouldn’t be... 
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MotoGP VALENCIA 



Before Sunday Rossi recalled his final race title 
decider with Nicky Hayden in 2006 where 8 
points split the duo and Rossi would tumble out 
of contention. At Valencia last week he finished 
his eighteenth season in Grand Prix... 

“In my career I arrived to the last race of the 
year just once in the fight for the champion¬ 
ship. I remember being a bit worried in 2006 
because Valencia is not my favourite track. I had 
the advantage because I was a bit lucky in Esto¬ 
ril when Dani and Nicky touched. Already I had 
some bad feelings there though. Elias beat me 
on the line by 00000.2! I thought ‘hmm, those 
five points are for sure important'. It [Valencia] 
was a strange weekend for me because I was fly¬ 
ing on Friday and made pole position on Satur¬ 
day. I was very strong with the race pace on the 
tyres we wanted so I was relaxed for Sunday. In 
the morning of the race though something was 
broken and wrong. I was very slow. Something 
strange happened. I suffered a lot in the race 
and made a mistake. Every weekend has a differ¬ 
ent story. But Marc has been strong every week¬ 
end and is more or less always on the podium. I 
don’t think he needs my advice for Sunday.” 











Redding attempts to zip up his Moto2 gloves 
for the last time and ahead of a 2014 Honda 
test on Monday. Espargaro (below, left) is 
not shy to remind his peers who came out on 
top in 2013. Moto2 action fell by the wayside 
with eyes on Moto3 and MotoGP but Nico 
Terol was good for his third win of the year 
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With 8 wins 2013 was Jorge Lorenzo’s second 
best in MotoGP (he managed 9 in 2010). It was 
only his second in Valencia since he came to 
Grand Prix but meant he racked up five in the 
last seven rounds of the season 














American journalist Eric Johnson was in Valencia 
to digest the atmosphere and chaperone super¬ 
cross icon Jeremy McGrath among other roles. 
Here is his take on the final round of eighteen... 


The Kingdom of Spain, located in the Iberian 
Peninsula in Southwest Europe, has an official 
motto which declares Plus Ultra. Translating to 
“Future Beyond,” Spain is the Plus Ultra of Mo- 
toGP. With hallowed circuits such as Jarama, 
Montjuich and Jerez hosting the Spanish Gran 
Prix since the Federation Internationale de 
Motocyclisme christened the Grand Prix Road 
Racing World Championship 63 years ago. 
Spain is also the home nation of one Angel 
Nieto, a 13-time 125cc/50cc World Champion 
and second only to the great Giacomo Agostini 
and his 15 world titles (to put this into con¬ 
text, Valentino Rossi has amassed nine World 
Championships). 

In 1999 Barcelona’s Alex Criville truly put 
Spain on top of the MotoGP planet by break¬ 
ing through to win the premiere 500cc World 
Championship (the precursor to the MotoGP 
classification). In the new millennium it can be 
strongly argued that Spain has produced the 
most brilliant MotoGP talent in the sport, the 
foremost of the movement being reigning Mo¬ 
toGP World Champion Jorge Lorenzo and rook¬ 
ie Marc Marquez. The two racers, in a 18-race 
club swinging, knuckle throwing battle - which 
began last spring in Qatar - globetrotted the 
world for nine months. And it all came down to 
the curtain-dropping Gran Premio Generali de 
la Comunitat Valenciana 2013 today. 

Despite winning seven Grand Prix - including 
the season opening Qatar Grand Prix in April 
- and placing on the podium on 13 different oc¬ 
casions in 2013, a quick but damaging streak 
of bad luck at the halfway point of the season 
(particularly in the form of a nasty practice 
crash at the rain lashed Assen TT in Holland 
and then again in Germany) put Jorge Lorenzo 
13 points adrift of the sensational Marquez 
before the start of the Valencia season finale. 


“I think Marc and myself should be very proud 
as two Spaniards fighting for the MotoGP 
World Championship title,” said Lorenzo on the 
eve of the Spanish GP, Jorge needing to win 
the race and hope that his antagonist, Mar¬ 
quez, finished better than fifth if he wanted to 
repeat his 2012 title triumph. “I think the best 
strategy is to try and win the race. That’s it. 
That’s the only thing I can do. We are fighting 
with a lot of Honda riders and that’s the only 
thing we can do.” 

Upon his lOOOcc liquid cooled inline four-cyl- 
inder-motivated Yamaha YZR-M1, Lorenzo was 
slotted in as the middle man on the front row 
for the start of the Valenciana Grand Prix. The 
102nd start of his MotoGP career (and 196th 
start of his Grand Prix Road Racing World 
Championship career) was cast in front of 
150,000 maniacal Spanish fans teeming in the 
grandstands and upon the hardscrabble Valen¬ 
cia hills (as did the global TV audience con¬ 
sisting of 207 nations and over 300,000,000 
MotoGP enthusiasts). All were glued to the 
starting line when the four red lights dissolved 
and the 24 rider pack exploded out of the hole 
and sped down the .544-mile front straight and 
dove into the first of the 2.489-mile Valencia 
circuit’s 14 turns. 

Sure enough, Lorenzo, who had for 208 laps in 
the 13 MotoGP season leading into the Span¬ 
ish cliffhanger, pulled the holeshot and led 
the fray on the opening circuit of the 30-lap, 
74.7 mile affair. Immediately stalking the #99 
Yamaha were the Repsol Honda RC213Vs of 
Dani Pedrosa and Marquez. Lorenzo’s Yamaha 
teammate, Valentino Rossi, was tucked right 
into the fleeing breakaway pack in fourth. One 
lap in, Pedrosa blitzed by Lorenzo only to have 
Jorge zap him right back in turn two. One lap 
later, the duo once again traded the lead, with 
Marquez, in a close third, keeping a very close 
eye on it all. 
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For the next three laps it was a flying wedge of 
Yamahas and Hondas - all five riders (which for 
now included Alvaro Bautista, who’d motored his 
way into the frenzied fight) all trying to outsmart 
and outmaneuver one another. It was at this 
point in time that strategy and racecraft factored 
into the calculus of the race. Jorge Lorenzo and 
his team - unbeknownst to the other riders in his 
booming 1000 cubic centimeter/burnt fossil fuel 
wake - had come up with a pre-race masterplan 
for the race. Lorenzo knowing all too well what 
was playing out behind him, purposely began to 
slow the pace of the race. The result? The top 
five riders all collapsed together thus allowing 
room for little or no error. Lorenzo was rolling the 
dice by allowing the fast four to pull up on his 
rear tire, hoping one of them would make a mis- 
cue and become the chaos variable in the drama. 

And it almost worked! 


All hell broke loose at the 21-lap mark when Dani 
Pedrosa passed Jorge only to have Lorenzo go 
into a red midst and attempt a supercross-style 
block pass on Pedrosa ... the two bikes bashing 
and popping off of one another with Pedrosa get¬ 
ting the worst of it and visiting the outer reaches 
of the Valencia circuit, his momentum suspend¬ 
ed. A lap later, and with a huge roar from the 
crowd providing a supersonic backdrop, Lorenzo 
found himself back out in front and leading the 
way over now 2nd place man Marquez. Laps 19, 
18, 17 and 16 clicked off somewhat uneventfully, 
Lorenzo beginning to take one to two Tenths of a 
second away from Marquez. Using all 240-horse- 
power of the Yamaha he had in command with 
his right hand, Lorenzo continued to put more 
and more Spanish asphalt between himself and 
Marquez, realizing the only thing he could do 
was win the race and hope Marquez’s orange 
Repsol Honda turned into a pumpkin. 


It didn’t. 
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Marquez’s personal glory was also 
shared by Honda with their record 
20th premier class constructor’s title. 
The brand now has an incredible 667 
GP wins across all categories; 249 of 
which in 500/MotoGP 
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Coming out of the final corner of lap number 
30, Lorenzo pinned it down the front straight, 
met the checkered flag and flashed across 
the finish line stripe 3.934 seconds ahead of 
third place finisher Marquez to win the Battle 
of Spain. But it was the 20 year-old Marquez 
winning the war, crossing the finish line as 
the new MotoGP World Champion, the first 
rookie to do so in 35 years. 

His 2013 “Tour of Duty” now complete, Jorge 
Lorenzo can certainly be applauded for his 
gallant fight in Spain, a fight which actually 
saw him slow down to go faster - or at least 
slow down to try and intimidate his challeng¬ 
ers into a mistake. 

“When we got here for this weekend my 
strategy in my mind was to try to go away at 
the front of the race,” explained Lorenzo in 
the post-race press conference. “Actually I 
was undecided, but I told the press I’d try to 
run away, so that Marquez would not know 
my tactic. But then this morning after the 
Warm-Up we had a meeting and we decided 


to change the strategy to try a slow down the 
race a little bit, in the first laps, in order not 
to regret anything. At least you’ve tried and 
you can see what will happen. 

“So once I was in the lead I stayed with Dani 
for a few laps trying to slow it down and to 
get some time with Marc,” Lorenzo furthered. 
“I had to take a lot of risks especially with 
Dani, but then when I turned around I saw 
that the others were too far behind and I 
decided to push away at the front and win the 
race.” 

Lorenzo also had kind words for the “Man 
Who Would Be King” in Spain, “We tried our 
best all the way through the championship 
and there are no regrets. Today Marc is the 
winner and he deserves the win. He has talent 
and ambition and you have to be fast to stay 
in front of him.” 

So now Jorge Lorenzo will look to the 2014 
MotoGP World Championship and the “Plus 
Ultra” promise it can bring. 





Moto3 certainly didn’t disappoint and although it was 
heartbreak ing f or Luis Salom to fall after leading the series 
for most of the yea7 

fight went right down to the final metres. The Austrians now 
have 21 consecutive Grand Prix victories 
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CAL CHATS... 


As per the norm at MotoGP Cal Crutchlow sat 
down to talk to the media, on what would be 
the eve of his final appearance as a Yamaha 
rider after an association with the brand that 
ran through Supersport, Superbike and three 
years of MotoGP as part of Tech3. Here are 
some of the things he talked about... 

First test with Ducati... 

I think the plan is that we’ll have one of this 
year’s bikes to do some normal laps on and 
then they’ll bring another bike. As far as I’m 
aware it is not drastically different anyway. I 
don’t think we will need to test all three days. 
For me it won’t be a big test. It wont be some¬ 
thing where I have to go out and be fast; I will 
just be getting used to riding a Ducati. There 
will be some things different to how I have 
them now on the Yamaha so we’ll be looking at 
those. We’ll start to work from there. We fully 
understand and are aware that there will not 


be anything new for this test but for Sepang 
[at the end of January 2014] it will be different. 
I’m excited about it and it will be something 
new. There won’t be any expectations. I’ve 
never raced a Ducati so it will be a different 
feel. I’ve owned a few! I had a hypermotard 
because I liked to pull wheelies. It was in 2007. 
I’ve sold it since. 

On the inclusion of technical guru Gigi 
Dall’lnga... 

I’m looking forward to Gigi coming in an seeing 
what he can do and what he can bring to the 
situation of improving the bike for next year’s 
Sepang test. I don’t believe it will be a bike 
that we can turn up at the first race and win on 
but that’s the whole project. It will take a long 
time. 

On the last weekend with Tech3... 

It has not been easy turning up to the last 
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race knowing that on Monday they will have 
a new rider and I’ll be somewhere else. It is 
pretty shit really. As everybody knows Herve 
[Poncheral, Tech3 honco] is a friend as well as 
a team boss. It is definitely difficult to leave. 

It is a tough one but what can I do? The situ¬ 
ation was taken out of our hands. I’m excited 
to do something different as well. I didn’t want 
to ride my whole career in a satellite team, 
even though this is a great one and we have 
been able to challenge the factories and we are 
faster than the Ducatis anyway! I wanted to be 
a factory rider and this is the decision we took. 
It is a weird feeling around the garage. 

On his impression of the Ricardo Tormo cir¬ 
cuit... 

It has gotten a lot better since they re-tar- 
maced it. The grip used to change from lap to 
lap but now it is better and that will suit the 
Yamaha for sure. If the temperatures go up 
then that will suit the Hondas. I don’t mind 
it but it is difficult to pass here. There are 
enough corners to pass on, but you can never 
get a run on anyone. It is not like you can sud¬ 
denly say ‘well, I’ll go 10K faster into this cor¬ 
ner’ because there is no run-off or if you make 
a mistake then you cannot get it back. 

On what he thinks of the title decider... 

I think Marc deserves the title. In his first year 
of racing in grand prix, for what he has done, 
he deserves it. If it gets taken away from him 
for some unknown reason then it will only be 
for somebody else’s mistake...that’s the way I 
look at it. 

Thoughts on the first year of the penalty 
points system... 

They did some things like giving Marc penal¬ 
ties left, right and centre but I believe every 
single person in Moto2 and Moto3 should have 
had a penalty for the way they ride to the grid 
every week. They are idiots. I don’t mean this 
in the wrong way but I hope there is a crash 
and nobody is injured at all, then they will 
wake up. They ride at 30kph on the straight 
and you have a guy at the back doing 200 and 
he has to swerve to miss them. Their tyres 
don’t cool down like ours and they get to the 


grid OK. I’ve told race direction a million times 
and they should all be given a monetry fine be¬ 
cause they’ll all be tight - motorbike racers are 
- so they wont want to pay. I don’t think the 
points system is a bad thing but if you make 
contact with somebody does that automati¬ 
cally mean that you get points? It seems that 
some riders get them and some riders don’t. If 
Marquez hits somebody in practice then he will 
get a point, if it is Lorenzo or somebody else 
then they wont. I know everybody is on Mar¬ 
quez’s back at the moment but at the end of 
the day it is just the way he rides. I don’t think 
he is dangerous. 



CLASSIFICATION & 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


MotoGP RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Jorge Lorenzo, SPA 

Yamaha 

2 

Dani Pedrosa, SPA 

Honda 

3 

Marc Marquez, SPA 

Honda 

4 

Valentino Rossi, ITA 

Yamaha 

5 

Alvaro Bautista, ITA 

Honda 


FINAL MotoGP CHAMPIONSHIP 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Marc Marquez 

334 

2 

Jorge Lorenzo 

330 

3 

Dani Pedrosa 

300 

4 

Valentino Rossi 

237 

5 

Cal Crutchlow 
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Moto2 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Nico Terol, SPA 

Suter 

2 

Jordi Torres, SPA 

Suter 

3 

Johann Zarco, FRA 

Suter 

4 

Simone Corsi, ITA 

Speed Up 

5 

Esteve Rabat, SPA 

Kalex 


Moto3 RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Maverick Vinales, SPA 

KTM 

2 

Jonas Folger, SPA 

Kalex KTM 

3 

Alex Rins, SPA 

KTM 

4 

Alex Marquez, SPA 

KTM 

5 

Efren Vazquez, SPA 

Mahindra 


FINAL Moto3 CHAMPIONSHIP 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Maverick Vinales 

323 

2 

Alex Rins 

311 

3 

Luis Salom 

302 

4 

Alex Marquez 

213 

5 

Jonas Folger 

183- 


FINAL Moto2 CHAMPIONSHIP 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Pol Espargaro 

265 

2 

Scott Redding 

225 

3 

Esteve Rabat 

215 

4 

Mika Kallio 

187 

5 

Dominique Aegerter 

157 
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CUSTOMER CARE 


A third of the price of an official machine for a 
satellite team is what the new RCV1000R will 
cost participating teams in MotoGP after the 
bike was presented at Valencia. That roughly 
equates to an amount just shy of a million 
euros under a two-year agreement in which 
updates and maintenance are carried out by 
HRC directly. 

The unveiling of the bike that could feasibly 
deepen the premier class and is the first major 
contribution by Honda outside of their annual 
significant supply of the MotoGP grid for a 
number of years was a low-key affair. 

The motorcycle itself is a sumptuous form of 
engineering but was blandly shown in black 
and HRC officials were either bullish about its 
potential (Casey Stoner was just 0.3 seconds 
off his best lap with the factory steed, 0.1 with 


a softer tyre at the Motegi test) or bizarrely 
nondescript. 

When asked if the bike could be the future 
of MotoGP Shuhei Nakamoto commented: “I 
don’t know, ask Carmelo [Dorna CEO].” Main 
differences? The engine layout is the same but 
the valves are spring instead of pneumatic. 

No seamless transmission (surely a few tenths 
of a lap there) and a claimed power output of 
175kW, which is bound to be blatantly under 
the works efforts. 

The CRT (now open class) dimensions help to 
close any gaps, with 24 litres of fuel, permit¬ 
ted softer Bridgestone compound and more 
than double the engine allowance with the unit 
carrying the Dorna controlled Magneti Marelli 
electronics package. The measure of the dis¬ 
tance to the official MotoGP bikes is something 
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“Honda have said they are very happy with the 
bike,” said new Aspar rider Nicky Hayden on 
Thursday while still in Red. “It is always hard 
to compare lap-times with one rider and one 
day to the next. I need to see what I can do. I 
have seen pictures of the bike and it looks very 
nice. I have a lot of confidence [in HRC]. When 
Honda get serious about making bikes then 
they do really nice stuff. For sure I expect a lot 
from it.” 


Photos by Honda 


a 


that still has to be worked out and hopefully 
will reduce. With Honda’s plight to boost the 
class - and Yamaha not far behind with their 
own production racer don’t forget - it is a posi¬ 
tive move and the two models in Valencia have 
already had the first run around. 









VESTING TIMES 



As Cal Crutchlow attested the two days of 
‘laps’ after the Valencian Grand Prix have little 
indicative worth as a sign of the times but they 
at least afford some interesting fresh sights of 
new faces in new places. Redding and Hayden 
on the production Hondas, Espargaro on the 
Tech3 Yamaha and Crutchlow himself on the 
Ducati. “There are so many new things to get 
your head around, but it’s also interesting. In 
the next two days, we’ll try to focus and im¬ 
prove,” the Brit said. 
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SIMPLY HIT REFRESH... 

By Gavin Emmett 


A couple of years ago several people tried to 
tell me that MotoGP was on its last legs. Ac¬ 
cording to the naysayers depleted grids, money 
issues, the dominance of electronics and a lack 
of action at the sharp end meant that it wasn’t 
long before the show would come to a grinding 
halt altogether. 

They should try telling that to the 104,000 peo¬ 
ple who packed the grandstands at Valencia this 
weekend, and the millions more who watched 
a nail-biting finale to what has proved to be a 
thrilling season back home on TV. It’s a season 
that has had more ups, downs and whoops than 
a motocross track and proves that having ridden 
out the last few years of financial ruin across the 
world, the championship appears to be in rude 
health. 

There are so many factors contributing to this 
that it is hard to highlight just one as being the 
main reason, but it’s fair to say that the arrival 
of the new champ is a huge boost for the series. 
He is a hugely popular, happy-go-lucky kid, who 
has been able to laugh off any criticism from 
certain rivals, as well as laugh and joke with 
others. It has helped mask the raw aggression 
he shows on track because he has the fans and 
media on his side. 


on-track style, although his ragged wrestling of 
the Honda is a delight to see, but more in terms 
of his connection with the fan at the other end 
of the camera lens. However he does have one 
facet that in my eyes takes away a tiny amount 
of the lustre of the championship. 

It is clearly a worry for the FIM and more perti¬ 
nently the series’ organiser Dorna that he and 
the rest of MotoGP’s top-three this year were all 
Spanish. However much people might believe 
it is Dorna’s quest to see Spain dominating all 
three classes, in fact, they more actively sup¬ 
port riders from other countries getting into 
and staying in the championships. It is simply a 
credit to their running of the Spanish Champi¬ 
onship that the riders and teams who progress 
through to world level are well-equipped to com¬ 
pete on the big stage. 

The crowds in Valencia show how much Mo¬ 
toGP™ means domestically here than perhaps 
anywhere else in the world, but I’m sure that 
- as with the excitement on track - is all about 
cycles. In the early years of the 65 seasons of 
Grand Prix motorcycling people no doubt la¬ 
mented the dominance of the Brits, in the same 
way the Americans held sway for so many years 
through the 80s, and the Italians at the start of 
this millennium. 



Nobody has quite captured the imagination of 
the worldwide fanbase since Rossi first burst 
onto the premier-class scene in 2000, and Marc 
is someone whose smile is not just popular at 
home in Spain, but across the globe. Those who 
know him well inside the paddock can testify 
that his infectious enthusiasm and all-round 
agreeable personality is truly genuine. 

Marquez is going where the likes of Stoner, 
Lorenzo and Pedrosa have been unable to travel 
to in recent years. Not so much in terms of 


65 years of history prove that this championship 
is going to be around for a long while yet. New 
countries will be added to the schedule over 
the next couple of terms, and with some clever 
tweaks to the regulations in the near future (with 
2017 being hinted as a real watershed moment 
in terms of reining in the electronics), as Mo¬ 
toGP continues into its eighth decade, it will 
hopefully continue to surprise and entertain us 
all as much as it has in 2013. 
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t comes from a family of hooligans, its pro¬ 
totype — thrashed along the Goodwood 
Festival of Speed hill by Jeremy McWilliams 
— revelled in the nickname of “the Beast”, and 
its blend of 180bhp, light weight and raised 
one-piece handlebar sounds like a recipe for 
uncontrollable wheelies and general craziness. 


KTM’s most powerful Super Duke has its 
wild side, sure enough, but it also brings a 
new level of sophistication to the breed. It’s 
improbably well behaved, its smooth, per¬ 
fectly metred throttle response and advanced 
electronics helping to make its ferocious per¬ 




formance remarkably controllable. The bike 
even generated a few rumblings of complaint 
that the Beast has been tamed, if not actually 
neutered...at least unless its wheelie-limiting 
traction control system is deactivated. 
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The Austrian firm certainly made a lot of effort 
to forge the Super Duke R as its most refined 
bike yet. Its power comes from a biggest ver¬ 
sion to-date of the familiar 75-degree, dohc 
V-twin, with a capacity of 1301cc. The output of 
180bhp at 8870rpm is impressive but it’s the 
broad spread of torque that defines this en¬ 
gine. The peak of 144Nm is 40 per cent up on 
the 990 Super Duke’s figure. 


separate compression and rebound damping 
adjusters, one in each leg, with neat plastic 
knobs that allow fine-tuning with no need for a 
screwdriver. Braking is by Brembo’s top spec 
M50 Monobloc four-pot calipers, with ABS. 


Typically sharp and aggressive styling is un¬ 
mistakably KTM. View from the reasonably 
low seat is of an 1190 Adventure style digital 
display with analogue tacho, plus a slightly 
raised and relatively narrow one-piece handle¬ 
bar. There’s a fairly roomy riding position, and 
a choice of Street, Sport or Rain engine mode 
via a press of left thumb. 


The R-model’s chassis is based on a typical 
KTM style chrome-molybdenum tubular steel 
frame, holding a single-sided aluminium swing 
arm and with multi-adjustable WP suspen¬ 
sion at each end. The 48mm usd forks have 



Shortly after setting off on the launch in south¬ 
ern Spain, I cracked open the throttle at about 
50mph in third gear. The KTM responded 
instantly and shot forward at a shoulder-splin¬ 
tering rate, hesitating slightly as the traction 
control kicked in, but kept on charging as I 
flicked into fourth and then fifth... and then all 
too quickly had to slow, though not before the 
KTM had put 130mph on its digital speedo, 
still 40mph short of the likely top speed. 

It didn’t really matter how hard the engine was 
revving. The big V-twin motor simply cata¬ 
pulted the orange bike forward, scenery flying 
backwards and exhaust bark rising and falling 
as I flicked through the six-speed box. Better 
still, the throttle response was so sweet, even 
in the most aggressive Sport mode, that this 
ultra-grunty motor was very easily controllable 
— a far cry from earlier Super Dukes. 

Unlike some bikes’ traction control systems 
the KTM’s isn’t manually adjustable, except by 
changing riding mode. More seriously for some 
riders, the system prevents the front wheel lift¬ 
ing, which maximises acceleration but is frus¬ 
trating if you want to pull wheelies, especially 
as turning off the traction control involves 
quite a bit of button pushing. 


If the engine is impressive then the chas¬ 
sis more than backs it up. The frame is stiff 
enough and the suspension taut and well- 
damped to keep that monster torque under 
control. The 125mm of fork travel was gener¬ 
ally sufficient to give good front-end feedback 
without being harsh, and the relatively gener¬ 
ous 156mm of shock travel didn’t come at the 
expense of a soggy ride. The bike handled the 
sessions at the Ascari circuit with impeccable 
control, after both ends had been firmed up to 
track settings. 

The KTM is also quite practical for a naked 
bike. Typical fuel range from the 18-litre tank 
should be a respectable 150 miles. The seat 
caused no discomfort on a reasonably long 
day, albeit with several stops. There’s neither 
much room nor much to hold on to for a pil¬ 
lion, but at least there are luggage loops under 
the pillion seat. 

But the most impressive thing about the 1290 
Super Duke R is just how exhilarating yet 
refined it is. Perhaps its only real drawback, 
apart from the fact that it won’t stop you get¬ 
ting cold and wet (or losing your licence), is 
that it’s far from cheap. That shouldn’t detract 
from the impact of a stunningly fast, capable 
and - most of all - fun-to-ride machine. 


KTM 1290 SUPER DUKE R 









































KTM 1290 SUPER DUKE R 


GENUINE BEAST - THE 
POWER PAR I S SUPER DUKE 


For the track test at the Ascari circuit, near 
Ronda in southern Spain, KTM also supplied 
several Super Dukes fitted with track-oriented 
Power Parts accessories and Dunlop slicks. 
Engine spec was standard but an Akrapovic ex¬ 
haust added 12bhp, lifting claimed maximum 
to 192bhp. 

Suspension was upgraded with WP race fork 
internals plus a race shock from the same 
firm. Adjustable footrests plus clutch and 
brake levers, guards for both levers and crash 
protectors for the frame added to the effect. 
Carbon-fibre parts included engine covers, 
front mudguard, hugger and chainguard. 


The slightly lighter and more powerful Super 
Duke surged forward with even more effort¬ 
less violence than the standard model. And its 
cornering performance was phenomenal. The 
KTM’s sweet throttle response and racer-like 
suspension made it very rider-friendly and 
outrageously quick. 
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King of Bercy: Justin Barcia, Honda 
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I n a distinctly Parisian restaurant across from 
the Palais Omnisports de Bercy Justin Bar- 
cia, flanked by long-term girlfriend Brook, was 
trying to work his way through a plate of spa¬ 
ghetti carbonara. 

The interview process wasn’t helping with his 
appetite but it was curious to enjoy some quiet 
time with arguably one of AMA off-road rac¬ 
ing’s biggest stars. Among a range of topics 
- which you can read about in the next issue 
of OTOR - we hit on the ‘Bam Bam’ alter ego 
that the soon-to-be 22 year old admitted he is 
trying to ‘outgrow’. 

His words seemed to touch on a general wish 
for more respect and perhaps is a natural 
consequence of maturation, handling the fiery 
Honda CRF450R and realising he is right at 
the top of the SX/MX tree. While Barcia might 
be wanting to grow an angel on one shoulder 
it is clear that he still listens to the whispers 
of the little devil perched on the other as nine 
hours later - on the second night of three out¬ 
ings at Bercy - ‘51’ would leave team-mate 

Trey Canard under no illusions with regards to 
his intent for a second victory. The block pass 
in the final corner of the last lap damaged Ca¬ 
nard’s front wheel and a ‘plant’ into the barrier 
was a defining statement for the day. It meant 
that Barcia would be 1-1 in France and with 
a milder run to second place behind Canard 
on Sunday afternoon would take his second 
Bercy crown in just two appearances; extend¬ 
ing the USA’s grip on the competition into a 
sixth consecutive year. “I don’t know. I just get 
aggressive when I’m excited” he offered by way 
of explanation. 

Barcia is a rider that transfixes. Deft in frame, 
he handles the motorcycle with guile and style. 
On Friday as Bercy cranked into life with the 
predictable timetable delay there was some 
debate as to how the French public would react 
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to his return after a bumpy and over-aggres¬ 
sive debut in 2010 when he took out the pacey 
but flakey Greg Arranda and had people clap¬ 
ping in glee as much as baying for his blood. 

In 2013 the reception was an animated one 
and Barcia, together with Bercy rookie Canard 
went about a weekend-long sparring session. 

Canard was smooth and flowing compared to 
Barcia’s all-gas uncompromising approach. 
There is a gulf in methodology, character and 
even spirituality between the team-mates but 
on the track they were barely separated. Ca¬ 
nard needed Friday to recover from some ill¬ 
ness and also get up to speed with the format 
and the long Bercy corridors. “I didn’t realise 
there was an elimination race and we’d be do¬ 
ing 65 laps every day,” he said. “But it was a 
lot of fun.” 

“The track was tight and the walls are close so 
the danger zone is real,” admitted Barcia as he 
was one of several to leave tyre marks on the 
stadium structure. “I cannot count on my fin¬ 
gers how many near misses I had. Luckily luck 
was on my side.” 

There was tension on the podium and around 
the team bay on Saturday night with Honda 
team manager Dan Betley having to be mind¬ 
ful of the block pass escalating into some¬ 
thing more. The riders kept their distance for 
Sunday but not so much on the dirt and es¬ 
pecially when Barcia made his second crash 
of the afternoon while leading the ‘Americain’ 
eliminator. Canard was so close behind that he 
chocked the toppled rider and both needed to 
pick up. Andrew Short, in his seventh Bercy at 
the age of 31, grabbed the chequered flag on 
the KTM while the Hondas subsequently suf¬ 
fered with their gate pick. 

Both Gautier Paulin and Short led the way in 
the last Main and it was exciting stuff as Ca¬ 
nard and Barcia gunned their way to the front, 
using the Joker Lane (a first for Bercy and far 
less polemic compared to the Monster Cup) 
effectively and in a timely fashion. 


Bercy 2013 may have been easy for Honda 
(fittingly at an event in which they were one of 
the principal sponsors) but Canard and Barcia 
were able to count on it as a bona fide training 
run less than two months before Anaheim. 

Short was the only match for his countryman 
through the whoops and through picking up 
his pace on Saturday and Sunday was able to 
deal with the lively Paulin. The Kawasaki man 
was the darling of the meeting and a victory 
in the Saturday Superpole (with the electronic 
timing board behaving very strangely) was the 
highlight. Paulin performed better on Friday 
and before Canard, Short and even teenager 
Cooper Webb found their groove. He would 
classify fourth overall and realistically remains 
the most capable European-based super- 
crosser. KTM’s Jordi Tixier was in Bercy to 
indulge his love of the discipline and the MX2 
championship runner-up would sometimes be 
caught out by his barrelling attack of the nar¬ 
row layout. He suffered at least two significant 
crashes in two from the three days. 

Bercy is an American show of dedication to 
an American forte in a totally French setting 
and there was no risk of disturbing the endur¬ 
ing formula this year. You can only wonder 
what Ken Roczen would have added to the mix 
before his late withdrawal but if the event can 
tempt the same level of talent for wherever it 
might be in 2014 then it continues to stand 
alone. 




sx 



Canard’s first Bercy ended with a final night 
victory. The 23 year old built his way into 
the event but was only fractions of a second 
away from Barcia’s speed all three days 
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As usual at Bercy the short and sharp Freestyle 
‘interludes’ do not involve any competition but 
with names like Torronteras, Vila, Higashino 
and Pages the acrobatic elements of the show 
are some of the most popular, and spectacular 
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For publicity opportunities contact us at 
info@otormag.com 
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5 DAYS, 3 SIGHTS... 


By Adam Wheeler 



I left Paris this week with a rose-tinted view on 
motorcycling and the racing scene. It wasn’t 
hard. One day at the EICMA show in Milan 
showed a wealth of companies in the industry 
still trying to push forward, and notable brands 
still developing curious products and motorcy¬ 
cles to strain against the leash of economic and 
market circumstances. Off to Valencia and the 
Ricardo Tormo paddock was expectant, keen to 
lap-up every minute of atmosphere and antici¬ 
pation of the last chapter of a 2013 MotoGP 
term that has renewed many people’s enjoy¬ 
ment and faith in the championship. Finally 
a swift flight to Bercy saw three days of near 
sell-out action at Europe’s top supercross event 
where the interest in off-road racing - even 
through cold winter rain outside the stadium 
and premium ticket prices - remains undented. 

To watch Kawasaki’s Gautier Paulin (with Cyril 
Despres, Tomas Pages and Marvin Musquin one 
of France’s very top off-road riders) treated like a 
superstar and to see the joy on kids’ faces with 
an autograph or photo was heart-warming. It is 
a side of the sport that is so easily accessible 
in motocross and something you often ignore 
but the sight of Dads in suits, clearly having left 
work on Friday to make their way to Bercy, wait¬ 
ing patiently with their kids just for a pic with 
Paulin brought the realisation home that mo- 
tocross/supercross is a very real, tangible and 
appreciated entertainment spectacle. 

Something that can be so close to home and 
satisfying as much for the fan as for the rider 
who can lap-up the noise and applause that 
echoes around the compact stands. It is a show 
that I cannot believe is not being exploited even 
further in Europe outside of the traditional an¬ 
nual ring of Genoa, Bercy and Geneva. 


The start roster is key and this is where the Ber¬ 
cy organisers are smart. They will have a Paulin, 
Tixier, Musquin or a Pourcel to excite the locals 
but also draft several top American names for 
the showcase. If Justin Barcia or Trey Canard 
had been absent last weekend then it would 
have been a dreary one-man show but the three 
day duel between the Honda riders paid-off. 

In an interview with key promotional figure Eric 
Peronnard, Bercy forefather, creator of the U.S. 
Open (now effectively the Monster Energy Cup) 
and Endurocross, on Sunday he mentioned that 
the sole block against an effective FIM Super¬ 
cross ‘World’ championship was the preoccupa¬ 
tion of those involved and their financial inter¬ 
ests. He hinted that at least five territories in the 
world could run a successful supercross (read 
‘profitable’ and ‘popular’) and it is something 
that fans and industry in the likes of places like 
Australia, France, Italy, the UK, South America 
and the Far East already know but might not 
ultimately be able to see. 

In the space of five days there were signs of 
quiet hope for the motorcycle business, a cele¬ 
bratory feeling of rejuvenation of motorcycling’s 
leading race series and reaffirmation that the 
sport that has the closest links to grass roots 
biking is not on the wane - at least in one fer¬ 
vent area of Europe. Not a bad way to close the 
season. Importantly, and as economical strife 
continues to shape motorsport around us (I dis- 
believingly I opened a story on the BBC website 
last week that involved Formula One former 
champ Kimi Raikkonen potentially boycotting 
the final two rounds of the series in a dispute 
over payment. Not even the vast rich landscape 
of FI is immune), it was a frantic but encourag¬ 
ing spread of activities with which to squeeze 
the brakes on the year. 





Jeffrey Herlings rules! " 

The unbelievable success story of KTM in the MX2 World Champion 
ship continues and the new, supreme KTM 250 SX-F is dominating 
the field. Jeffrey Herlings and Jordi Tixier are vying for victory. 

The two of them are as athletic, quick, agile and powerful as their 
machines. In the hard-fought battle for-every point, man and 
machine become an unbeatable entity. 

Jeffrey takes to the start commandingly with total commitment 
and only one goal - the title for him and his team! 
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MON DIEU! 


By Steve Matthes 

T here are a million stories about a million 
things that go on at the annual Bercy Su¬ 
percross. Add up the lights of Paris, some of the 
very best American dirt bike racers, some French 
heroes, a tight track and you’ll find yourself with 
a lot to talk about. 

Everyone should put the Bercy Supercross on 
their bucket list of things to see before they go 
six feet under. It’s an incredible race that the 
promoters work very hard on to make sure the 
customer is satisfied. Unlike many meetings, the 
top 450 riders are out there in front of the crowd 
for a Super Pole contest, their normal heat and 
main races and then three 3-lap elimination 
sprints that determines gate pick. The 2013 edi¬ 
tion of Bercy featured, in this scribe’s opinion, 
the best track in years but one of the casualties 
of adding a Joker Lane (they’re all the rage!) was 
a short start straight that went into a hairpin left 
hander which caused gate pick to be crucial. 

So it with that in mind Sunday’s main event was 
very exciting indeed when the top two riders 
over the course of two days, Honda Muscle Milk’s 
Justin Barcia and Trey Canard, didn’t make the 
final elimination race due to Barcia losing his 
front end and Canard plowing into him. This left 
the two riders that hadn’t started outside of gate 
one or two left with gates four and five-and in 
Bercy math (gates) four and five equal excite¬ 
ment. 


Trey made a somewhat strange decision. Rather 
than take the fourth gate pick, he went with 
inside slot on the second row while Barcia filled 
his position. And it looked like it backfired early 
on. Predictably Andrew Short (gate 1) and Gau¬ 
tier Paulin (gate 2) jetted out front in the final 
main event and the Honda riders were buried. 
Barcia entered the tunnels in front of Canard 
but something happened back in those infamous 
passages and Canard came out two spots ahead. 

“The whoops is the reason 
why USA’s slowest is faster 
than Europe’s quckest...” 

Let’s smash-cut back to the previous night. With 
three laps to go in the Main Canard had really 
started nailing his corners in the tunnels and had 
caught Barcia. So much so that he was able to 
pull alongside in the whoops and make the pass 
in the (hey when in Europe use their terms) the 
stutter-bumps. By the way, I’ve been to a ton of 
European supercrosses and there’s never any 
doubt that due to bike set-up and the fact they 
practice them so much, it seems that the slowest 
American is still quicker than the fastest Euro¬ 
pean in whoop-de-doos. Just an observation, 
that’s all. 



Back to the action. Barcia was now in second 
but Barcia being Barcia, he smartly checked up 
and dove to the inside of his team-mate with, 
predictably, a collision ensuing. It’s something 
that Justin’s done more than a few times in his 
career and team-mate or no team-mate, Barcia 
just doesn’t like being behind anyone. It was a 
hard hit no doubt about it and it was all Barcia 
needed to win the second nights main and keep 
his perfect score intact. 

“The tension is high in this pit right now,” said 
Barcia afterwards and his move did mean he re¬ 
ceived a talking to by Honda team manager Dan 
Betley but if you know Justin, you know that’s 
only going to have so much effect. 

With Saturday’s confrontation as the backdrop, 
the next night Canard ripped through the pack in 
an effort to get to the front and hope for the best 
in terms of someone, anyone, getting in-between 
him and Barcia. Canard did his job by passing 
Short and at one point it perhaps seemed that 
Short would be able to hold off Barcia but Justin 
was just too good, too fast for the veteran. Actu¬ 
ally on this weekend there wasn’t any rider that 
could stop the red train of the American riders. 
Not even close. 

With Barcia in second the King of Bercy title 
was his but in what makes Barcia Barcia, he 
chased after Canard and gained a bit of time but 
couldn’t make the pass. 


“The pass” was the reason Barcia won, “the 
pass” was vintage Justin Barcia and it’s why he’s 
one of the top racers in the world. He doesn’t 
take no for an answer, he’s got a chip on his 
shoulder the size of Rhode Island and take it or 
leave it, he makes no apologies for how he rides. 

“Barcia doesn’t take no for an 
answer & makes no apologies 
for the way he rides...” 

“I knew I had to make my moves and not let him 
get away too fast but I put up a fight. The ten¬ 
sion was up there all weekend,” said Barcia an 
hour after getting his trophy. “Everyone always 
sees my passes but he (Canard) sticks it in here 
and there. We’ll leave it here and go home like 
that to hopefully kick ass. If Trey had gone down 
it would have been a different story and I would 
have felt bad about that.” 

Somehow Barcia had come to terms with his 
pass on his teammate and convinced himself 
that because Canard somehow saved it, the pass 
was ok. Hey, whatever you have to tell yourself 
as you climb up the ladder of American moto- 
cross I suppose. 





EICMA 

ESPOSIZIONE 
INTERNAZIONALE 
DEL MDTDCICLO 

Photos by lulop.com 


T he 71st edition of the EICMA show in Milan 
was the annual hotspot for the motorcycle 
industry to show wares, make introductions 
and conduct business on the European stage. 
The Fiera was again a massive network of 
halls and pavilions for expensive collections 
of stands from over 1400 exhibitors gathering 
from 38 countries. OTOR made a rapid visit on 
the first day and picked out a few of the high¬ 
lights we saw... 
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INDIAN BLAZING BACK 



Maybe a little too ‘head back and feet forward’ 
for OTOR but the history of this cult American 
brand holds substance for any motorcycling 
fan. If the vast custom jobs like the Chief Clas¬ 
sic and Vintage on display in Italy were not at¬ 
tractive then the smart and well made clothing 
line was certainly an eye-catcher. It is just one 
area in which Indian (who first produced bikes in 
1901 and now part of the vast and varied Pola¬ 
ris group) have markedly improved their general 
position in motorcycling as a firm that can again 
be embraced on an international level and in the 
same way that marques like Triumph, Bultaco, 
Lambretta, Norton and so on are equally revered. 
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KTM GETTING RACIEY AGAIN 


The 1290 Super Duke will elevate the Austri¬ 
ans to a new level when it comes to the naked 
streetbike segment and this angular looking 
machine has gathered almost universal ac¬ 
claim over the past three weeks and since its 
first press launch in October (check out Roland 
Brown’s opinion of the motorcycle in this is¬ 
sue). It was left to Moto3 contender Luis Salom 
to unveil the new RC range however. Based on 
the same family group of the Super Duke 125, 
200 and 390 the bikes bring KTM’s immensely 
successful MotoGP experiment closer to justi¬ 
fication in the sense of production and devel¬ 
opment. The Super Duke family caters for the 
practical needs from the beginner to the com¬ 
muter and the RC is a fetching sporty version 
for the same groups that have had their heads 
turned by the Moto3 project. 


Notable for the mean-looking headlight and 
the fully-formed foam saddle (produced by a 
Canadian firm and delivering the best compro¬ 
mise between look and comfort) the RC390 
boasts a light 36kg engine and - as usual for 
KTM - forces a strong power-weight ratio and 
comes with ABS as standard. KTM laid on 
the 2014 goodies by chatting about their new 
450cc rally bike that star Marc Coma will ride 
in the upcoming Dakar and also pointing out 
the MSC-equipped 2104 1190 Adventure as 
well as the 250cc two-stroke Freeride; perhaps 
the closest the Mattighofen crew will come to a 
Trial bike. 
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EICMA 2013 


Photos by M. Campelli 
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HONDA 

Considering their sizeable investment and 
re-entry into rally it was hardly a surprise that 
the evolved CRF450 was the centrepiece of the 
‘red’ stand. Shown for the first time in Europe 
by FIM Rallies champion Paulo Goncalves 
among the thirteen new or upgraded presenta¬ 
tions at EICMA it was the retro inspired 2014 
CB650F that made a special impression as 
the naked streetbike competition continues to 
intensify among the brands. The V4 is tuned 
for excellent torque performance noticeable up 
to 4000rpm and involves another new engine 
concept for Honda in their re-charge at the 
middleweight sector that holds broad appeal 
from born-again bikers, newbies to commuters 
and expert riders looking for a decent perform¬ 
ing, comfortable all-rounder. Hopefully we’ll 
soon have Roland on the case for a definitive 
verdict. 



Photos by Honda 










BMW THROW CLOTHES AWAY 

Photos by BMW 


The naked version of the German’s S1000R 
caused a stir. At a glance the bike does not 
carry major alterations to target the segment 
but a reconfigured 999cc powerplant hones 
more grunt to the bottom and mid of the band. 
Naturally the ergonomics have been tweaked 
as part of the redesign but this is still based 
on one of the most technically advanced sport 
machines in terms of electronics and perfor¬ 
mance. Check out more on the comprehensive 
list of specs HERE while the bike itself should 
be ready for dealer plinths by early next year. 
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HUSQYS GO HEAVY 



Four hours after KTM took to the spotlight 
it was the long-awaited turn of rejuvenated 
Husqvarna to make their presence felt. Three 
of the four factory motocross riders (Waters, 
Tonkov and Febvre) were joined by MXGP 
commentator Paul Malin to talk about the 
new Grand Prix challenge and the full gam¬ 
ete of thirteen ‘white’ machines were on show. 

Surprisingly Husqvarna aimed an arrow 
squarely at European rivals TM in the adjoin¬ 
ing hall by launching a Supermoto concept. 
The 690 powered 75hp animal features typi¬ 
cal high quality elements found on the KTMs 
such as WP suspension, a trellis frame and 
Brembo brakes. It was placed in the midst 
of the new bikes to new come out of Austria 
with six motocross models and seven enduro 
machines. It is an enticing prospect for fans 
of the brand as Husqy enters the first active 
throes of its re-birth but you cannot help but 
wonder how the output will be for EICMA 2014 
(or more likely Intermot) as the technology 
evolves and grows its own identity once more. 













CATIERHAM 

Over 50 years of history goes with the Cater- 
ham name, perhaps best known in recent years 
for their resurgence in Formula One competi¬ 
tion. Last week the British marque took their 
first steps into motorcycling with not only the 
launch of the robust and imposing Brutus 750 
but two other radical prototypes at EICMA. The 
Brutus has the selling point of being ‘a truly 
new-wave machine, melding the spirit of a mo¬ 
torcycle with the simplicity of the scooter and 
is the first motorcycle to truly offer simple fun 
and easy enjoyment on all terrain.’ The vehicle 
can even be transformed into a snowmobile! It 
is powered by a single cylinder four valve fuel 
injected engine and the bike has a kerb weight 
of 235kg. 

While the first two-wheeled adventure by 
Caterham could be looked at as a novelty, the 
company are getting serious about their mo¬ 
torcycling and have started a Moto2 team for 
2014 combining with Suter technology and 
running AMA Champion Josh Herrin as part of 
a two man squad. 
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Products 


SCOTT 


Scott are augmenting their already versatile 
goggle range with a brand new roll-off package. 
The ‘Works Film System’ works with two indi¬ 
vidual canisters and an anti-stick grid. Basi¬ 
cally the process of pulling the strip across the 
lens is tighter, closer and more reliable than 
ever seen before on Scott’s dependable prod¬ 
ucts. There is also an integrated mudflap to 
protect further against mud or water coming in 
between the film and lens. OTOR tried the WFS 
at the Scott production factory in Austria and 
it was hard to find fault with the components 
the guys have designed and created. WFS can 
be purchased as an accessory (working with 
chrome and tinted lenses also) or as part of 
the existing 2014 goggle line-up. Keep a watch 
for the models labelled Tyrant WFS, Hustle 
WFS, and RecoilXi WFS’ to get the eyewear 
with the kit attached. 
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Urban 


S-MX6 


Speed 



















With the delectable Super Duke 1290 gracing the 
pages of OTOR this week we thought we’d high¬ 
light a few items from the 2014 Powerwear cata¬ 
logue that might complete the ‘look’ when out on 
the street. The thermal lined Urban jacket can be 
used all year round while the leather Speed gar¬ 
ment is maybe more appropriate for added hours 
in the saddle. A slight difference in demand is also 
seen in the Radical X Gloves mixing goatskin, mesh 
and neoprene with finger and knuckle protectors. 
Alpinestars S-MX1 and MX6 boots offer the best 
protection and style for the feet while their Joey 
shoes are an alternative for a quick blast on the 
Beast to somewhere social. Lastly Arai’s premium 
RX-7 GP helmet maintains its desirable status in 
the listing and the design is quite subtle with white 
easily overshadowing any dominant strains of KTM 
orange. 
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NOLAN 


MotoGP IM licensed products can either hit or 
miss in terms of allure and quality but there 
are a couple of associations that are right 
on the money; Oakley, Alpinestars and Mile¬ 
stone just three of the names to run official 
gear that deservedly catches attention. Add 
helmet company Nolan to that list. Perhaps 
best known as Casey Stoner’s long-term hel¬ 
met sponsor Nolan have also been creating 
MotoGP livered models for eight years now. 
At Valencia the Italians presented the X-802R 
ULTRA CARBON MotoGP™ limited edition 


which runs to just 99 units and can be bought 
via the official website www.store.motogp.com. 
The lid itself consists of an outer shell made 
with a high content of lightweight carbon fibre, 
but differs in some racing details. The X-802R 
is the top of the range full-face helmet for the 
company and if the MotoGP line runs out then 
there are Marco Melandri and Stoner replicas 
available at http://www.nolan.it/catalogo_14. 
jsp?itemtype=2 as well as an explanation of 
the technical specs on offer. 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 
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